
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN UPDATE 
April 2, 2016 – Community Connections Conference 



• Provides long range policy guidance 
for the City 

• Legally required by state statute & 
Metropolitan Council regulation 

• Must be updated every 10 years 
• Must be in compliance with regional 

policy plans 
– Transportation 
– Water 
– Parks 
– Housing 

 THE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN 



• Required by the Metropolitan Land 
Planning Act (§473) 
– Land use  
– Transportation 
– Housing 
– Parks and trails 
– Water resources 
– Implementation 
– Natural resource protection 
– Historic resource protection 
– Public facilities plan 

• “Issues of regional importance” 
identified by Metropolitan Council 
– Economic competitiveness 
– Resilience 
– Equity 

 REGIONAL CONTEXT 



 TIMELINE & PHASES 



Minneapolis 2040:  
An inspiring city growing in equity,  

health, & opportunity. 

 

 MISSION STATEMENT 



 COMPREHENSIVE PLAN VALUES 



• Meaningful and relevant dialogue 
• Inclusive representation 
• Access to information & opportunities 
• An empowering experience 
• Contributions are heard & have impact 
• Effective use of resources 

The Community is: 
  

REPRESENTED 
  

INFORMED 
  

HEARD 
  

EMPOWERED 

The Process is: 
  

MEANINGFUL 
  

RELEVANT 
  

ACCESSIBLE 
  

INCLUSIVE 
  

EQUITABLE 

  
  

 CIVIC ENGAGEMENT GOALS 



 PUBLIC LAUNCH ON APRIL 2 



• Participate in discussion around key 
comprehensive plan values 

• Share your “big ideas” for the comprehensive 
plan update 

 #MplsBigIdeas 
• Visit the website and sign up for future 

announcements of events and reports (including 
summary from this conference) 
http://minneapolis2040.com 

 

 TODAY’S SESSION 

http://minneapolis2040.com/


#MplsBigIdeas @MPLS2040 

INCLUSIVE GROWTH 
 

@KjerstiMonson 
Director of Long Range Planning 

City of Minneapolis 

 
BIG IDEAS: YOUR MINNEAPOLIS | Growth Session 

April 2, 2016 

 
#MplsBigIdeas  |  @MPLS2040  |  minneapolis2040.com 

 



#MplsBigIdeas @MPLS2040 

LOOKING BACK + PLANNING AHEAD 



#MplsBigIdeas @MPLS2040 

LOOKING BACK + PLANNING AHEAD 



#MplsBigIdeas @MPLS2040 

WE’RE GROWING 
‣ We’ve added 30,000 residents since 2000, many of those in just the 

last 5-6 years. 
‣ We’re projected to add around 50,000 more by 2040, so we need to 

have some ideas about managing growth. 
‣ Some areas of the community have grown more dramatically than 

others. How can we support those areas of strong growth while 
ensuring that future growth is inclusive and benefits all? 
 



#MplsBigIdeas @MPLS2040 

‣ In 2000, our downtown 
central riverfront and 
stadium district were 
dominated by surface 
parking. 

EAST 
DOWNTOWN 

HIGH GROWTH AREA 



#MplsBigIdeas @MPLS2040 

‣ Massive investment 
and development 
activity have 
transformed this area 
into a livable and 
vibrant place for 
people. 

EAST 
DOWNTOWN 

HIGH GROWTH AREA 



#MplsBigIdeas @MPLS2040 



#MplsBigIdeas @MPLS2040 

Dusty Hoskovic Photography | Courtesy Minneapolis Downtown Council 



#MplsBigIdeas @MPLS2040 

Dusty Hoskovic Photography | Courtesy Minneapolis Downtown Council 



#MplsBigIdeas @MPLS2040 



#MplsBigIdeas @MPLS2040 

‣ In 2000, the Twins 
ballpark didn’t exist, 
and the Warehouse 
District struggled with 
widespread vacancy. 

TARGET FIELD 
& NORTH LOOP 

HIGH GROWTH AREA 



#MplsBigIdeas @MPLS2040 

‣ Major development, 
including public 
investment in a ballpark 
& light rail, has created 
one of the most lauded 
neighborhoods in the 
country. 

TARGET FIELD 
& NORTH LOOP 

HIGH GROWTH AREA 



#MplsBigIdeas @MPLS2040 

Image Credit: Minnesota Monthly 



#MplsBigIdeas @MPLS2040 

Dusty Hoskovic Photography | Courtesy Minneapolis Downtown Council 



#MplsBigIdeas @MPLS2040 
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#MplsBigIdeas @MPLS2040 

‣ $4.4B commercial 
‣ $1.5B multi-family 
‣ $100M other 

DOWNTOWN: 
$6 BILLION IN 
15 YRS 



#MplsBigIdeas @MPLS2040 

‣ In 2000, the University 
district was scarred by 
surface parking and 
underutilized industrial 
land. 

UNIVERSITY 
DISTRICT 

HIGH GROWTH AREA 



#MplsBigIdeas @MPLS2040 

‣ With $1.5 billion of 
development activity, a 
new stadium & 
BioDiscovery Zone, & 
demand for off-campus 
living, the area has 
doubled its population. 

UNIVERSITY 
DISTRICT 

HIGH GROWTH AREA 



#MplsBigIdeas @MPLS2040 

‣ $760M multi-family 
‣ $680M commercial 
‣ $60M other 

UNIVERSITY: 
$1.5 BILLION IN 
15 YRS 



#MplsBigIdeas @MPLS2040 

‣ In 2000, the rail trench 
running through 
Midtown was a blight, 
with vacancy and crime 
drawn to the area. 

THE MIDTOWN 
GREENWAY 

HIGH GROWTH AREA 



#MplsBigIdeas @MPLS2040 

‣ Implementing the 
Midtown Greenway, our 
bike superhighway, has 
turned a liability into an 
asset and led to $760 
million dollars worth of 
development activity. 

THE MIDTOWN 
GREENWAY 

HIGH GROWTH AREA 



#MplsBigIdeas @MPLS2040 

‣ $340M commercial 
‣ $320M multi-family 
‣ $100M other 

UPTOWN: 
$760 MILLION 
IN 15 YRS 



#MplsBigIdeas @MPLS2040 

HIGH GROWTH 
AREAS DON’T 
TELL THE 
WHOLE STORY AREAS OF HIGH 

GROWTH 

AREAS OF 
CONCENTRATED 

POVERTY* 

*The regional definition of poverty is 185% of the federal threshold. The federal poverty 
threshold for a family of four today is around $25,000; for the region, which is more inclusive, 
it’s around $46,000. 



#MplsBigIdeas @MPLS2040 

‣ In 2000, the Greenway 
trench ran through 
Midtown Phillips, and 
large surface lots 
surrounded medical 
facilities. 

MIDTOWN 
PHILLIPS 



#MplsBigIdeas @MPLS2040 

‣ In 2015, the Greenway 
has been implemented, 
& significant expansion 
and greening of the 
hospital area has 
occurred in Midtown 
Phillips. 

MIDTOWN 
PHILLIPS 



#MplsBigIdeas @MPLS2040 



#MplsBigIdeas @MPLS2040 

‣ $621M commercial 
‣ $178M multi-family 
‣ $2M other 

PHILLIPS: 
$802 MILLION IN 
15 YRS 
 
(65% OF INVESTMENT IN MIDTOWN 
PHILLIPS) 



#MplsBigIdeas @MPLS2040 

SOUTH ACP: $1.7 
BILLION IN 15 
YEARS 
‣ $1.1B commercial 
‣ $605M multi-family 
‣ $40M other 



#MplsBigIdeas @MPLS2040 

% CHANGE IN 
ESTIMATED 
MARKET VALUE 
SINCE 2000 



#MplsBigIdeas @MPLS2040 

‣ In 2000 and today, 
Folwell has been home 
to lower income 
families in a largely 
residential setting with 
nearby schools and 
park amenities. 

FOLWELL 



#MplsBigIdeas @MPLS2040 

‣ In 2015, Folwell’s 
population has declined. 
Foreclosure & tornado 
damage has occurred, 
and significant investment 
has been committed to 
stabilization. 

FOLWELL 



#MplsBigIdeas @MPLS2040 



#MplsBigIdeas @MPLS2040 

NORTH ACP: 
$724 MILLION IN 
15 YEARS 
‣ $320M commercial 
‣ $375M multi-family 
‣ $27M other 



#MplsBigIdeas @MPLS2040 

PERMIT VALUE 
PER ACRE, 
SELECTED 
AREAS 



#MplsBigIdeas @MPLS2040 

GROWTH & EQUITY 
‣ Environmental Justice/Green Zones 
‣ Gentrification/Affordability/Mixed Income Neighborhoods 
‣ Access to Opportunity  
‣ Access to Investment 

 



#MplsBigIdeas @MPLS2040 

WHAT IS INCLUSIVE GROWTH? 
‣ Inclusive growth benefits all members of the community 
‣ It eliminates barriers (poor infrastructure, requlations, services) 

to ensure that no on and no place is excluded from participation 
in growth 

‣ It promotes a diversified & competitive economy, opening up 
new sectors like the green economy 

‣ It supports high tech and low tech innovation & entrepreneurship 



#MplsBigIdeas @MPLS2040 

WHAT IS INCLUSIVE GROWTH? 
‣ Inclusive growth promotes an equitable financial environment 

(financing often plays a role in how exclusive or inclusive growth 
can be) 

‣ It grows and stabilizes government revenue to sustain public 
goods and the public interest 

‣ It contributes to creating healthy, safe, beautiful, connected, and 
vibrant places for all people 
 



#MplsBigIdeas @MPLS2040 

GROWTH TOPICS 
‣ Growth Management 
‣ Complete Communities 
‣ Sustainability 
‣ Transportation & Land Use 
‣ Equity  
‣ Implementation Considerations 

 



#MplsBigIdeas @MPLS2040 

What will Minneapolis be like 25 years from now?  
How can our city grow inclusively? 

What are your #MplsBigIdeas for @MPLS2040? 
 



Central City Growth  
and the Regional Transit System 

1 

Y ing l ing Fan 
y ing l ing@umn.edu 

Tw i t t e r : @ying l ing fan 



Regional 
Transitway 
Vision: 
 
Build a system! 
 

2 



How does the regional 
system benefit the 
central city? 

3 

Unemployed 
Job vacancies 



Impact of Future Transit Corridors 

4 



5 

Current vs. Future Accessibility 



Large local benefits in 
central cities 

6 

Accessibility Changes 



Central City Density Drives Transit Ridership 

7 



8 

A transitway system important for 
connecting urban population to regional jobs. 
 
A strong and compact central city is more 
important than the average population 
density of the urban region for growing 
transit ridership. 
 
 

Take Away Messages 



Thank you! 
Ying l i n g  Fa n  

y i n g l i n g@umn . edu 
Tw i t t e r : @y i ng l i n g f a n  

 



CITY OF MINNEAPOLIS 

Equity As The Growth Model 

Joy Marsh Stephens 
Manager of Equity & Inclusion 

April 2, 2016  

April 2, 2016 
1 



WHY FOCUS ON EQUITY? 



EQUITY – ONE MINNEAPOLIS 



EQUITY – KEY AREAS OF FOCUS 

Equitable Workforce 
•Ensures the City of Minneapolis is a model employer advancing racial 

equity 

Inclusive Engagement 
•Ensures the City of Minneapolis is an effective and inclusive government 

that equitably engages diverse communities in the City of Minneapolis 

Supplier Diversity 
•Ensures the investments in contracting and procurement 

equitably benefit diverse communities in the City of Minneapolis 

Safe, Healthy Homes 
•Ensure all people in the City of Minneapolis have healthy life outcomes 

Equitable Justice 
•Ensure racial disproportionalities in the criminal justice system are 

eliminated 



EQUITY IN COMP PLANNING PROCESS 



EQUITY BIG IDEAS 



 
 

Thanks! 
 

Joy Marsh Stephens 
Manager of Equity & Inclusion 

joy.stephens@minneapolismn.gov  

mailto:joy.stephens@minneapolismn.gov
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